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SUBJECT: SOMALI EFFORTS TO REDUCE DROUGHT-RELATED BORDER PROBLEMS 

REF: MOGADISCIO 0025 

tv SOMALI CHARGE' GARAD HAS CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF THAT MOHAMMED 
WARSAMA, "CHIMICO," FORMER SOMALI SECSTATE FOREIGN COMMERCE, 
VISITED ADDIS JANUARY 4-5 AS HE WAS RETURNING FROM WEST AFRICA. 

THE GSDR HAD INSTRUCTED WARSAMA TO MAKE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIONS 
TO THE EPMG IN AN EFFORT TO SOLVE PROBLEMS WHICH HAD ARISEN FROM 
THE SEVERE DROUGHT CONDITIONS IN THE OGADEN. GARAD STATED THAT 
ETHIOPIAN MILITARY AND POLICE ELEMENTS HAD SEIZED AND REFUSED TO 
RELEASE APPROXIMATELY 400 SOMALI TRUCKS BRINGING FOOD AND WATER TO 
DROUGHT-STRICKEN SOMALIS ON THE ETHIOPIAN SIDE OF THE DE FACTO 
BORDER (CF PARA 2 REFTEL). WARSAMA MET WITH RELIEF AND REHABILI- 
TATION COMMISSIONER SHIMELIS ADUGNA ("WHO SEEMED VERY UNDERSTAN- 
DING") AND UNNAMED MEMBERS OF THE PMAC. WARSAMA PROPOSED A JOINT 
MEETING ETHIOPIAN AND SOMALI OFFICIALS IN THE OGADEN LATER THIS 
MONTH. GARAD SAID THE SOMALIS ARE AWAITING A PMAC REPLY BUT ARE 
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AWARE THAT PMAC DECISIONS ARE NOT MADE QUICKLY OR EASILY. 
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2. A USUALLY RELIABLE DIPLOMATIC SOURCE REPORTS THE FOLLOWING 
RUMOR INSPIRED BY THE WARSAMA VISIT: WARSAMA ALLEGEDLY OFFERED THE 
PMAC A MUTUAL FIVE-YEAR MORATORIUM, WITH BOTH SIDES RESERVING THEIR 
POSITIONS, ON CLAIMS TO THE OGADEN. DURING THIS PERIOD, ETHIOPIA 

AND SOMALIA COULD WORK OUT THEIR INTERNAL ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS AND COULD STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF AN ETHIOPIAN-SOMALI 
FEDERATION (WITH THE FTAI?). AT THE END OF FIVE YEARS, IF THE 
OGADEN ISSUE REMAINED, BOTH COUNTRIES WOULD BE FREE TO PURSUE 
THEIR OWN GOALS. 

3. AN INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC) REPRESENTA- 
TIVE HAS TOLD AN EMBOFF THAT THE GSDR HAD URGED THE ICRC TO SPONSOR 
AN ETHIOPIAN-SOMALI MEETING AT THE BORDER TO DISCUSS DROUGHT RELIEF 
AND THE RELEASE OF SOMALI VEHICLES, PERSONNEL AND ANIMALS SEIZED 
BY ETHIOPIAN OFFICIALS. SOMALIA, HE SAID, HAD AGREED TO SUCH A 
MEETING BUT THE PMAC WAS DRAGGING ITS FEET. 

COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SOME OF THE ABOVE IS HIGHLY QUESTIONABLE, SUCH 
AS 400 TRUCKS SEIZED, WHICH SEEMS EXCESSIVE, AND A FIVE YEAR 
MORATORIJM, THE SOMALIS ARE OBVIOUSLY MAKING A STRENUOUS EFFORT 
TO REDUCE TENSIONS AND SOLVE PPROBLEMS IN THE OGADEN. SUBJECT 
EMBASSY MOG'S VIEWS WE WOULD ASSUME THIS MOST PROBABLY DUE TO 
MOUNTING DIFFICULTIES FACING THE GSDR. FOR EXAMPLE, GARAD STATED 
THAT THE GSDR IS NOW ESTIMATING TWO MILLION SOMALIS, MANY FROM 
ETHIOPIA, WILL BE IN R AND R CAMPS BY THE YEAR’S END. 
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